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Define Graphic Design?
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The boring answer:
“The art of visual communication  

to convey information to an audience  
to produce a specific effect.”
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A better answer:
“Design is where science 

and art break even.”
 Robin Mathew
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A better answer:
“Design is the application of  

intent - the opposite of happenstance, 
and an antidote to accident.” 

RobeRt L. PeteRs
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“The designer is a visually literate 
person, just as an editor is expected 

by training and inclination to be 
versed in language and literature, 
but to call the former an artist by 
occupation is as absurd as to refer 

to the latter as a poet.” 
DougLas MaRtin

A better answer:
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An even better answer:
“Design is thinking made visual.” 

sauL bass
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The 5 basic pillars  
of Graphic Design

(apologies if you already know  
this, I will be brief )
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Alignment
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Alignment
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Alignment
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Repetition
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Repetition
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Repetition
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Hierarchy



Marketing by Design QueenslanD touring  
showcase 2015

Balance
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Balance
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Contrast
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Contrast
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What is a  
‘Design Trend’?
(and why should I care?)
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What are the  
problems with ‘trends’?
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Can cause complacency
Can cause copycats

Can hinder creativity
Can be less effective
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What are the  
benefits of ‘trends’?
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It can be a pre-existing  
visual language the audince  

is already fluent in. 
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Some problems have  
already been solved by 

designers better than you.
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So how do you make 
people take notice?
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There are many ways



The ‘How Many Things 
Are On The Page’ Rule

Keep it  
Simple

or
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The Man who 
couldn’T Keep 
his hands sTill

arTour Presents

By Sean Dowling

“It’s terrifying the way he 
waves those things about!”  

The ausTralian

“Dear god, it’s like his hands are 
possessed by sea anemones.” 

The courier-Mail

16 - 17 Mar  |  BooK now TicKTeTs.coM.au
arTour is supported by the Queensland Government through  
Arts Queensland, part of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet.
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The Man who 
couldn’T Keep 
his hands sTill

arTour Presents

By Sean Dowling

“It’s terrifying the way he 
waves those things about!”  

The ausTralian

“Dear god, it’s like his hands are 
possessed by sea anemones.” 

The courier-Mail

16 - 17 Mar  |  BooK now TicKTeTs.coM.au
arTour is supported by the Queensland Government through  
Arts Queensland, part of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet.

Suporting text

Hero Image

Title Lockup

The Business

There are four 
basic parts of 
this design.
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The Man who 
couldn’T Keep 
his hands sTill

arTour Presents

By Sean Dowling

“It’s terrifying the way he 
waves those things about!”  

The ausTralian

“Dear god, it’s like his hands are 
possessed by sea anemones.” 

The courier-Mail

16 - 17 Mar  |  BooK now TicKTeTs.coM.au

arTour is supported by the Queensland Government through  
Arts Queensland, part of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet.

But what if we 
want to add 
more info? 
(like where the  

venue is)

At the Awesome theAtre. 123 Awesome street, Awesome town
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The Man who 
couldn’T Keep 
his hands sTill

arTour Presents

By Sean Dowling

“It’s terrifying the way he 
waves those things about!”  

The ausTralian

“Dear god, it’s like his hands are 
possessed by sea anemones.” 

The courier-Mail

16 - 17 Mar  |  BooK now TicKTeTs.coM.au

arTour is supported by the Queensland Government through  
Arts Queensland, part of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet.

But we have a 
great low price 

we want to push! 
(well lets find  

a spot for it too)

At the Awesome theAtre. 123 Awesome street, Awesome town
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The Man who 
couldn’T Keep 
his hands sTill

arTour Presents

By Sean Dowling

“It’s terrifying the way he 
waves those things about!”  

The ausTralian

“Dear god, it’s like his hands are 
possessed by sea anemones.” 

The courier-Mail

16 - 17 Mar  |  BooK now TicKTeTs.coM.au

arTour is supported by the Queensland Government through  
Arts Queensland, part of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet.

The show is in it’s 
final days and we 
got to get those 
bums on seats!

(nothing solves that like  
a splash banner right?)

At the Awesome theAtre. 123 Awesome street, Awesome town

MusT close saTurdaY
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The Man who 
couldn’T Keep 
his hands sTill

arTour Presents

By Sean Dowling Directed by Matt James
Lighting Design by Daniel anderson
Sound Design Steve Toulmin
Set & Costume Design by renee Mulder

“It’s terrifying the way he 
waves those things about!”  

The ausTralian

“Dear god, it’s like his hands are 
possessed by sea anemones.” 

The courier-Mail

16 - 17 Mar  |  BooK now TicKTeTs.coM.au

arTour is supported by the Queensland Government through  
Arts Queensland, part of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet.

Crediting more 
of the artists will 
generate more 

interest!  
(okay)

At the Awesome theAtre. 123 Awesome street, Awesome town

MusT close saTurdaY
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The Man who 
couldn’T Keep 
his hands sTill

arTour Presents

By Sean Dowling Directed by Matt James
Lighting Design by Daniel anderson
Sound Design Steve Toulmin
Set & Costume Design by renee Mulder

“It’s terrifying the way he 
waves those things about!”  

The ausTralian

“Dear god, it’s like his hands are 
possessed by sea anemones.” 

The courier-Mail

16 - 17 Mar  |  BooK now TicKTeTs.coM.au

arTour is supported by the Queensland Government through  
Arts Queensland, part of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet.

Suporting text

Price Type

Hero Image

Splash Banner

Title Lockup

More Show Info

The Business
More Venue Info

Now there  
are more than  
four things...  

(which am i supposed to 
be looking at first?)

At the Awesome theAtre. 123 Awesome street, Awesome town

MusT close saTurdaY
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What is Graphic Design?
“The dumbest mistake is viewing 

design as something you do at the end 
of the process to ‘tidy up’ the mess,  
as opposed to understanding it’s a  

‘day one’ issue and part of everything. 
toM PeteRs
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The ‘You only have 100%  
to work with’ Rule

Stop Shouting at  
Your Audience

or
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The Man who 
couldn’T Keep 
his hands sTill

arTour Presents

By Sean Dowling

“It’s terrifying the way he 
waves those things about!”  

The ausTralian

“Dear god, it’s like his hands are 
possessed by sea anemones.” 

The courier-Mail

16 - 17 Mar  |  BooK now TicKTeTs.coM.au
arTour is supported by the Queensland Government through  
Arts Queensland, part of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet.
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The Man who 
couldn’T Keep 
his hands sTill

arTour Presents

By Sean Dowling

“It’s terrifying the way he 
waves those things about!”  

The ausTralian

“Dear god, it’s like his hands are 
possessed by sea anemones.” 

The courier-Mail

16 - 17 Mar  |  BooK now TicKTeTs.coM.au
arTour is supported by the Queensland Government through  
Arts Queensland, part of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet.

Suporting text

Hero Image

Title Lockup

The Business

All add up to 
make 100%  

of your design
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The Man who 
couldn’T Keep 
his hands sTill

arTour Presents

By Sean Dowling

“It’s terrifying the way he 
waves those things about!”  

The ausTralian

“Dear god, it’s like his hands are 
possessed by sea anemones.” 

The courier-Mail

16 - 17 Mar  |  BooK now TicKTeTs.coM.au
arTour is supported by the Queensland Government through  
Arts Queensland, part of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet.

But what if you want 
something bigger?  

(because it’s  
‘more important’)
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The Man who 
couldn’T Keep 
his hands sTill

arTour Presents

By Sean Dowling

“It’s terrifying the way he waves 
those things about!”  

The ausTralian

“Dear god, it’s like his hands are  
possessed by sea anemones.” 

The courier-Mail

16 - 17 Mar  |  BooK now TicKTeTs.coM.au
arTour is supported by the Queensland Government through  
Arts Queensland, part of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet.

Quotes about the 
show are important!

(because it makes it sound like 
it’s a really good show)
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The Man  
who couldn’T 
Keep his 
hands sTill

arTour Presents

By Sean Dowling

“It’s terrifying the way he waves 
those things about!”  

The ausTralian

“Dear god, it’s like his hands are  
possessed by sea anemones.” 

The courier-Mail

16 - 17 Mar  |  BooK now TicKTeTs.coM.au
arTour is supported by the Queensland Government through  
Arts Queensland, part of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet.

The title needs 
to be BIGGER!
(so the customer will  

remember what it’s called)
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The Man  
who couldn’T 
Keep his 
hands sTill

arTour Presents

By Sean Dowling

“It’s terrifying the way he waves 
those things about!”  

The ausTralian

“Dear god, it’s like his hands are  
possessed by sea anemones.” 

The courier-Mail

16 - 17 Mar  |  BooK now TicKTeTs.coM.au
arTour is supported by the Queensland Government through  
Arts Queensland, part of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet.

The presenter can’t  
be forgotton either! 
(they are the one putting  

it on after all damnit)
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The Man  
who couldn’T 
Keep his 
hands sTill

arTour Presents

By Sean Dowling

“It’s terrifying the way he waves 
those things about!”  

The ausTralian

“Dear god, it’s like his hands are  
possessed by sea anemones.” 

The courier-Mail

BooK now 
TicKTeTs.coM.au

16 - 17 Mar 

arTour is supported by the Queensland Government through  
Arts Queensland, part of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet.

Have to make the dates 
and booking bigger so the 

customer knows it’s on 
RIGHT NOW AND THEY 

NEED TO BUY A TICKET!!! 
(how are they expected to book 

when they can’t see the web 
address from across the street!?!?)
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The Man  
who couldn’T 
Keep his 
hands sTill

arTour Presents

By Sean Dowling

“It’s terrifying the way he waves 
those things about!”  

The ausTralian

“Dear god, it’s like his hands are  
possessed by sea anemones.” 

The courier-Mail

BooK now 
TicKTeTs.coM.au

16 - 17 Mar 

arTour is supported by the Queensland  
Government through Arts Queensland, part  
of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet.

The logos are too  
small! How are people 

going to know who made  
this if they can’t see  

the logos!?!? 
(because having your logo  

on things is the only reason to  
be in this game, right?)
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The Man  
who couldn’T 
Keep his 
hands sTill

arTour Presents

By Sean Dowling

“It’s terrifying the way he waves 
those things about!”  

The ausTralian

“Dear god, it’s like his hands are  
possessed by sea anemones.” 

The courier-Mail

BooK now 
TicKTeTs.coM.au

16 - 17 Mar 

arTour is supported by the Queensland  
Government through Arts Queensland, part  
of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet.

Now the image  
is too small.... 

(just figure it out okay?)
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The Man  
who couldn’T 
Keep his 
hands sTill

arTour Presents

By Sean Dowling

“It’s terrifying the way he waves 
those things about!”  

The ausTralian

“Dear god, it’s like his hands are  
possessed by sea anemones.” 

The courier-Mail

BooK now 
TicKTeTs.coM.au

16 - 17 Mar 

arTour is supported by the Queensland  
Government through Arts Queensland, part  
of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet.

The Man who 
couldn’T Keep 
his hands sTill

arTour Presents

By Sean Dowling

“It’s terrifying the way he 
waves those things about!”  

The ausTralian

“Dear god, it’s like his hands are 
possessed by sea anemones.” 

The courier-Mail

16 - 17 Mar  |  BooK now TicKTeTs.coM.au
arTour is supported by the Queensland Government through  
Arts Queensland, part of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet.
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What is Graphic Design?
“Good design is obvious.  

Great design is transparent.”
Joe sPaRano
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Some simple 
things you can do.
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No one piece of 
collateral sells a show.
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Sell the show, not  
the great low price.
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Just because it would 
make YOU buy a 

ticket doesn’t mean it 
is a ‘good design’. 
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Stop putting ‘www’  
in web addresses.
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Stop putting your 
phone number on 
your advertising.
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“Don’t design for everyone. 
It’s impossible. All you end up 

doing is designing something that 
makes everyone unhappy.” 

Leisa ReicheLt
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...and finally the most 
important reason to care 

about Graphic Design
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“Good design is all about making 
other designers feel like idiots  

because that idea wasn’t theirs.”
FRank chiMeRo


